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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ





Elders:


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400





Evangelist:


Steve Tramell


(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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Are we willing, then, to make closeness to God the single requirement of our daily work? Are we willing to stake it all on this one possibility: that the God who made us can be approached in love? Are we willing to dedicate every day of our mortal pilgrimage to the learning of this love? If we are, then great goodness awaits us. Drawing near to God would be impossible if God had not opened the door in Jesus Christ, but even so, it takes a courageous commitment to draw near. "Who is this," God once asked, "who pledged his heart to approach Me?" Unrivaled in the glory of His love, this same God is our King, and in the end, none will come near Him who have not devoted themselves to doing so.


“What God in his sovereignty may yet do on a world scale I do not claim to know, but what he will do for the plain man or woman�who seeks his face I believe I do know and can tell others. Let any man turn to God in earnest, let him begin to exercise himself unto godliness, let him seek to develop his powers of spiritual receptivity by trust and obedience�and humility, and the results will exceed anything he may have�hoped for in his leaner and weaker days.”  (A. W. Tozer)





(Word Point – Gary Henry)





Indifference is unconcern.  It is an individual matter, but churches become indifferent to the extent that the people who comprise them are indifferent.  It is likely the most common malady among local congregations today.  It may be found in every section of the country and in every size congregation. Personally, it pervades the lives of the most spiritually intelligent people just as it does those who have little knowledge of the Scriptures.  It is subtle, gradual, and many times, imperceptible.  It moves slowly and without fanfare and is thus hard to diagnose, even for the most sagacious person.


     The conquering of indifference can be done perhaps more effectively by preventative measures than by diagnostic ones.


     The measures for the prevention of indifference are so obvious as to almost seem simplistic. But we must begin with these or we are apt to fool ourselves into thinking we are active when we are, in fact, indifferent.  Make no mistake about it, there is no time to lose, for this most pervasive of all spiritual maladies is most assuredly at work.


     1.  There must be a stronger tendency toward Bible study.  Indifference has a hard time making much progress in a life that is duly influenced by regular exposure to biblical instruction.  Bible study is hard, no doubt about it. It takes work, concentration, planning, and perseverance.  No wonder Paul calls the one who does it a “workman” (2 Timothy 2:15).  He says one must “handle aright” the word of truth; it takes a workman to do that.  Handling calls for concentration.  “Cutting along a straight line” is the idiom in the original language. Cutting is hard work, no matter if it’s cutting meat, cutting material, cutting the grass, or








     3.  We must have a genuine concern for one another.  We can do much to combat indifference—both in ourselves and in others—by mutual exhortation.  Hebrews 10:23-25 recommends that we exhort one another to greater faithfulness.  Sure, there is a risk involved; do it anyhow.  If some one were headed toward some sure disaster, you certainly would ignore the risk and warn them, would you not?  Hebrews 3:12-14 tells us we should do it “while it is today,” indicating that we sense the urgency in the situation.  There may be no other opportunity.


     Romans 12:4-21 gives an abundance of information which, if implemented, would do much to combat indifference.  Among other things, it requires that we not think too highly of ourselves (verse 3); that we each do what we have the gift to do (verses 4-8); that our love be pure, not feigned (9); that we be family affectionate toward one another (10); not flagging in our energetic pursuit of that which is right (11); keeping hope alive for one another, forbearing one another and urgent in our remembrance of one another in prayer (12); benevolent to those who need us, hospitable to each other (13); involved with one another (15); same-minded, always descending to the level of those lower than we are (16); and handling disagreements with care, considering God in all we do (17-21).  If these few things were put into service, indifference would suffer a serious blow.


     Let’s get going again.  Let’s get ourselves up and begin again to do what we know is right.  Let’s rid ourselves of the deterrents to our faithfulness, charge ourselves with our own responsibilities, fuel ourselves with a love for God and our fellow man and get up and get to work.





					





Alternatives to Indifference


Dee Bowman











appropriating the word of God to one’s life.  You have to try hard and there is no such thing as “corporate study” (it is not so that because there is studying going on, you have studied); but there is such a thing as “corporate knowledge,” or the whole of what each person knows, viewed together.  Such corporate education is necessary for strong churches.  And to whatever extent it does not exist, to that same extent the local congregation suffers indifference, sometimes even moral decay.


     2.  There must be a greater devotion of worship, both public and private.  Worship illustrates commitment.  It is unthinkable that a person who meditates about God and His word and is seeking to apply it to his life would be derelict in worship.  And yet, we see people who affirm their faith in Christ who are indifferent to such opportunities.  You may rest assured that when people are sporadic in attending public worship services, there is an amount of indifference in their lives.


     Nor does the mere fact that we attend the public assemblies declare how much private worship we do.  What seems to be worship may be an empty ritual, one designed to walk through the various exercises in order to keep down some controversy or maintain family tradition.  But true worship is a great combatant against indifference.


     Notice, I said true worship.  Worship, public or private, must have the right elements (see John 4:23-24), or be “in spirit and in truth.”  No worship can ever be proper without the right attitude; nor can it be proper when truth is not present.  Otherwise, the worshipper has no idea if he is pleasing God.  The truest worship you can give begins when you present 


yourself to God (Romans 12:1-2).  Both private and public worship depends on first giving yourself.  It means nothing if it starts some other place.








Making a Commitment to Closeness


". . . then I will cause him to draw near, and he shall approach Me; for who is this who pledged his heart to approach Me?" says the Lord.  (Jeremiah 30:21)


It is strange that religion is so often seen as something for the weak and the timid. Nothing could be further from the truth. The business of rightly relating ourselves to God's glory is not for the fainthearted, and the enjoyment of fellowship with Him is not something that results from a whim or a mood. Closeness to God comes from commitment, and we will not draw near to Him unless that nearness is a strong and serious goal.


Many of us would say that we love God. If we actually do, that's a good thing. But the truth about whether we love Him or not is revealed by the depth of our determination to be close to Him. So, how easily are we distracted from thinking about Him? How much time do we spend actually working on our relationship with Him? What price would we pay to keep from losing Him?


Not all who start out to seek God will enjoy Him in eternity. Alluding to Israel's failure of faith in the wilderness, the Hebrew writer said, "There remains therefore a rest for the people of God. . . . Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the same example of disobedience" (Hebrews 4:9, 11). (cont on Page 3)








FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Jack and Joyce Green; Jack


recovering from shoulder surgery. Joyce has 


back problems


Elaine Clem now at home recovering from 


knee surgery 


Mrs. Alice Frasier in assisted living. 


Chris Jackson; David Nash; 


Dusty Adams and His mom and dad. 





A special remembrance of Collins Boayke as


he goes off to military service. Keep him in your


 prayers;





Expecting mothers: Amanda Pink; Jessica 


Jackson; Alex Bowman; Anna Tramell;


________________________________________





Teacher’s meeting after evening service


Past; present and want to be’s


________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Michael Burke


 Song Leader----Roger Pink


Lord's Supper---Perry Betterton


   Asst. 1-----Ken Gay 


   Asst. 2-----Jordan Huff


   Asst. 3-----Zach Rogers


   Asst. 4-----Lloyd Jackson


   Asst. 5-----Jeff Lentz 


2nd Prayer---George Wilcox


Read Scripture---Brad Bowman 


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements—Grant Hicks


Closing Prayer---Garrett Douthitt 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Zach Adams


Song Leader---Steve Tramell


2nd Prayer---Jordan Huff 


Read Scripture---Preston Jackson


Sermon--------Randal Rogers


Lord's Supper---Perry Betterton


Announcements—Grant Hicks


Closing Prayer---Ryan Pink


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Dion Clark


 Invitation---Jeff Lacquement


 Closing Prayer---Steven Tramell





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














